		1
		4







Educational Philosophy
Name
Institution
Date







Educational Philosophy
Basically, there are four different types of educational philosophies that shape the way in which teachers approach the teaching process. These philosophies are perennialism, essentialism, progressivism, and postmodernism (Kauchak& Eggen, 2016). Perennialists believe that the major purpose of education is to make sure that learners acquire greater apprehension pertaining to the primary notions of western civilization. Such notions have the ability to solve problems in different eras. Essentialists hold the notion that there is a central element of knowledge that should be passed to students in a systematic and disciplined approach. Essentialism emphasizes the moral, as well as intellectual standards, that learning institutions should impart to their students. Progressivism is built on the premise that the major focus for education is on the entire child, rather than on the teacher or course content. In addition, progressivism is an educational philosophy that emphasizes the idea that ideas should be tested through active experimentation. Postmodernism philosophy holds that people in power use the majority of the society's institutions, including learning institutions, to marginalize those who are not in power.
As a professional teacher, my education philosophy would be built on progressivism. The world is contemporary, and therefore students need to be taught how they can develop themselves, and they need to be equipped with skills that enable them to solve real problems facing the world. As a teacher, I believe in producing students who understand how to develop themselves and who have essential skills that can help them solve the challenges they encounter in their life. Curiosity is one of my strongest values, and I would also wish my students to embrace it. Progressivism perceives students as critical thinkers and problem solvers who derive meaning from their personal experiences from their interaction with the cultural as well as the physical environment (Kauchak& Eggen, 2016). Essentially, curiosity would make students question various phenomena and concepts in their interaction with the world and thus develop effective meanings from such experiences.
Besides, as a teacher, I believe in students learning through experimentation, and therefore my education philosophy would be based on providing learners with new experiences so that they can learn through actions. I also like being a facilitator of the teaching process rather than taking center stage of the entire process. More importantly, progressivism is a student customized education philosophy where students question, alongside searching for answers using scientific methods (Gezer, 2018). With the progressivism education philosophy, teachers keep their students involved and interested using current occurrences pertaining to a certain subject matter. In the teaching process, I would encourage my students to give their input and develop individual interpretations. Students learn best when teachers help them to interpret concepts using their own language. 
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